
Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of the Claims : 

Claim 1 (withdrawn): A produce packaging system comprising in operative combination: 

a basket including a basket body and a lid; 

a latch for reversibly securing said lid to said basket body; 

a first horizontal ventilation slot formed in an upper portion of said basket; 

a second horizontal ventilation slot formed in an upper portion of said basket, said 
second horizontal ventilation slot being disposed substantially perpendicular to said first 
horizontal ventilation slot; 

. a tray for receiving therein said basket; 

first cutaway portions defined by and disposed upon an upper portion of said tray, said 
first cutaway portions farther disposed so as to align with said first horizontal ventilation slot; 
and 

second cutaway portions defined by and disposed upon an upper portion of said tray, 
said second cutaway portions farther disposed so as to align with said second horizontal 
ventilation slot. 

Claim 2 (withdrawn): A basket for use in a produce packaging system including a tray for 
receiving therein the basket, the tray defining at least one first cutaway portion defined by and 
disposed upon an upper portion of said tray and at least one second cutaway portion defined by 
and disposed upon said upper portion of said tray, said first cutaway portion being disposed 
substantially perpendicular to said second cutaway portion, said basket comprising in operative 
combination: 

a basket body; 

a lid for closing said basket body; 

a latch for reversibly securing said lid to said basket body; 

a first horizontal ventilation slot formed in an upper portion of said basket and disposed 
so as to align with said first cutaway portion; and 
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a second horizontal ventilation slot formed in an upper portion of the basket, said 
second horizontal ventilation slot being disposed substantially perpendicular to said first 
horizontal ventilation slot and disposed so as to align with said second cutaway portion. 

Claim 3 (withdrawn): The basket of claim 2 wherein said basket further comprises an upper 
vent. 

Claim 4 (withdrawn): The basket of claim 3 wherein said upper vent is disposed on a 
substantially upper portion of said lid. 

Claim 5 (withdrawn): The basket of claim 2 wherein said basket further comprises an lower 
vent. 

Claim 6 (withdrawn): The basket of claim 5 wherein said lower vent is disposed on a 
substantially lower portion of said basket body. 

Claim 7 (withdrawn): The basket of claim 2 wherein said basket body and said lid in 
operative combination further, define, when said lid is positioned in a secured position with 
respect to said basket body, at least one of said first horizontal ventilation slot and said second 
horizontal ventilation slot. 

Claim 8 (withdrawn): The basket of claim 2 wherein said basket body fiirther defines at least 
one of said first horizontal ventilation slot and said second horizontal ventilation slot. 

Claim 9 (withdrawn): The basket of claim 2 wherein said lid further defines at least one of 
said first horizontal ventilation slot and said second horizontal ventilation slot. 

Claim 10 (withdrawn): The basket of claim 2 wherein said latch wherein said latch is selected 
fi-om the group consisting of: edge catch, button catch, snap, hook-and-loop closure, shrinkwrap 
banding, elastic band, and adhesive tape. 
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Claim 11 (withdrawn): The basket of claim 2 wherein said latch further comprises a pair of 
toothed vertically mating latches including a first engageable tooth disposed upon said basket 
body and a second engageable tooth disposed upon said lid. 

Claim 12 (withdrawn): The basket of claim 1 1 wherein said latch further comprises a 
plurality of pairs of toothed vertically mating latches. 

Claim 13 (withdrawn): The basket of claim 2 wherein said basket is a one-piece structure, 
said basket defining both said basket body and said lid as an integral unit. 

Claim 14 (withdrawn): The basket of claim 13 wherein said basket fiirther defines a flexible 
hinge joining said basket body and said lid. 

Claim 15 (withdrawn): The basket of claim 14 wherein at least one of said first horizontal 
ventilation slot and said second horizontal ventilation slot is defined in said flexible hinge. 

Claim 16 (withdrawn): A tray for use in a produce packaging system including a basket, the 
tray for receiving therein said basket, said basket including a basket body and a lid, a latch for 
reversibly securing said lid to the basket body, a first horizontal ventilation slot formed in an 
upper portion of said basket and a second horizontal ventilation slot formed in an upper portion 
of said basket, said second horizontal ventilation slot being disposed substantially perpendicular 
to said first horizontal ventilation slot, the tray comprising in operative combination: 

first cutaway portion defined by and disposed upon an upper portion of said tray, said 
first cutaway portions further disposed so as to align with said first horizontal ventilation slot; 
and 

second cutaway portions defined by and disposed upon an upper portion of said tray, 
said second cutaway portion being disposed substantially perpendicular to said first cutaway 
portion, further disposed so as to align with said second horizontal ventilation slot. 

Claim 17 (withdrawn): The tray of claim 1 6 wherein said tray further comprises a bottom, 
first and second ends, and first and second sides. 
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Claim 18 (withdrawn): The tray of claim 17 further comprising a tab formed in an upper 
portion of at least one of said first and second ends. 

Claim 19 (withdrawn): The tray of claim 18 further comprising a receptacle formed in a lower 
portion of at least one of said first and second ends, said receptacle for receiving therein said tab 
formed in a second tray. 

Claim 20 (withdrawn): A produce packaging system comprising in operative combination: 

a basket including a basket body and a lid; 

a latch for reversibly securing said lid to said basket body; 

a ventilation channel formed in a lower surface of said basket body; 

a first horizontal ventilation slot formed in an upper portion of said basket; 

a second horizontal ventilation slot formed in an upper portion of said basket, said second 
horizontal ventilation slot being disposed substantially perpendicular to said first horizontal 
ventilation slot; 

a lower vent fuilher disposed on said lower surface of said basket body in communication 
with said ventilation channel; 

a tray for receiving therein said basket, said tray defining paired lower tray vents 
disposed upon a lower portion of said tray, said lower tray vents further disposed so as to align 
with said ventilation channel when said basket is installed in said tray; 

first cutaway portion defined by and disposed upon an upper portion of said tray, said 
first cutaway portion further disposed so as to align with said first horizontal ventilation slot; and 

second cutaway portion defined by and disposed upon an upper portion of said tray, said 
second cutaway portion further disposed so as to align with said second horizontal ventilation 
slot. 

Claim 21 (withdrawn): A basket for use in a produce packaging system including a tray for 
receiving therein said basket, said tray defining paired lower tray vents disposed upon a lower 
portion of said tray, first cutaway portions defined by and disposed upon an upper portion of said 
tray, and second cutaway portions defined by and disposed upon an upper portion of said tray, 
said basket comprising, in operative combination: 
a basket body; 

a lid for closing said basket body; 

a latch for reversibly securing said lid to said basket body; 

a ventilation channel formed in a lower surface of said basket body; 
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a lower vent further disposed on said lower surface of said basket body in conununication 

with said ventilation channel; 

a first horizontal ventilation slot formed in an upper portion of said basket; and 

a second horizontal ventilation slot formed in an upper portion of said basket, said second 

horizontal ventilation slot being disposed substantially perpendicular to said first horizontal 

ventilation slot. 

Claim 22 (withdrawn): The basket of claim 21 wherein said upper vent is disposed on a 
substantially upper portion of said lid« 

Claim 23 (withdrawn): The basket of claim 21 wherein said basket body and said lid in 
operative combination further define, when said lid is positioned in a secured position with 
respect to said basket body, at least one of said first horizontal ventilation slot and said second 
horizontal ventilation slot. 

Claim 24 (withdrawn): The basket of claim 21 wherein said basket body fiirther defines at 
least one of said first horizontal ventilation slot and said second horizontal ventilation slot. 

Claim 25 (withdrawn): The basket of claim 21 wherein said lid fiirther defines at least one of 
said first horizontal ventilation slot and said second horizontal ventilation slot. 

Claim 26 (withdrawn): The basket of claim 21 wherein said latch further comprises a pair of 
toothed vertically mating latches including a first engageable tooth disj30sed upon said basket 
body and a second engageable tooth disposed upon said lid. 

Claim 27 (withdrawn): The basket of claim 26 wherein said latch further comprises a 
plurality of pairs of toothed vertically mating latches. 

Claim 28 (withdrawn): The basket of claim 21 >yherein said basket is a one-piece structure, 
said basket defining both said basket body and said lid as an integral unit. 

Claim 29 (withdrawn): The basket of claim 28 wherein said basket further defines a flexible 
hinge joining said basket body and s£ud lid. 
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Claim 30 (withdrawn): The basket of claim 29 wherein at least one of said first horizontal 
ventilation slot and said second horizontal ventilation slot is defined in said flexible hinge. 

Claim 31 (withdrawn): A tray for use in a produce packaging system including a basket, the 
tray for receiving therein said basket, said basket including a basket body and a lid, a latch for 
reversibly securing said lid to said basket body, a ventilation channel formed in a lower surface 
of said basket body, a first horizontal ventilation slot formed in an upper portion of said basket 
and a second horizontal ventilation slot formed in an upper portion of said basket, said second 
horizontal ventilation slot being disposed substantially perpendicular to said first horizontal 
ventilation slot, the tray comprising in operative combination: 

a lower tray vent disposed upon a lower portion of said tray, said lower tray vents fijrther 
disposed so as to align with said ventilation chamiel when said basket is installed in said tray; 

a first cutaway portion defined by and disposed upon an upper portion of said tray, said 
first cutaway portion fiirther disposed so as to align with said first horizontal ventilation slot; and 

a second cutaway portion defined by and disposed upon an upper portion of said tray and 
being disposed substantially perpendicular to said first cutaway portion, said second cuta>yay 
portion further disposed so as to align with said second horizontal ventilation slot. 

Claim 32 (withdrawn): The tray of claim 3 1 wherein said tray fiirther comprises a bottom, 
first and second ends, and first and second sides. 

Claim 33 (withdrawn): The tray of claim 32 fiirther comprising a tab formed in an upper 
portion of at least one of said first and second ends. 

Claim 34 (withdrawn): The tray of claim 32 fiirther comprising a receptacle formed in a lower 
portion of at least one of said first and second ends, said receptacle for receiving therein said tab 
formed in a second tray. 

Claim 35 (withdrawn): A produce packaging system comprising in operative combination: 
a basket including a basket body and a lid; 
a latch for reversibly securing the lid to the basket body; 

a ventilation channel formed in a lower surface of the basket body to align with the lower 
tray vents when the basket is installed in the tray; 
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a first horizontal ventilation slot formed in an upper portion of the basket to align with the 
first cutaway portions of the tray when the basket is installed in the tray; 

a second horizontal ventilation slot formed in an upper portion of the basket, the second 
horizontal ventilation slot being disposed substantially perpendicular to the first horizontal 
ventilation slot and formed to align with the second cutaway portions of the tray when the basket 
is installed in the tray; 

a lower vent further disposed on the lower surface of the basket body in communication 
with the ventilation channel; 

a tray for receiving therein the basket, the tray comprising a bottom, first and second ends 
and first and second sides; 

paired lower tray vents disposed on a lower portion of the first and second ends, the 
lower tray vents further disposed so as to align with the ventilation channel when the basket is 
installed in the tray; 

first cutaway portions defined by and disposed upon an upper portion of the tray and. 
disposed so as to align with the first horizontal ventilation slot when the basket is installed in the 
tray; and 

second cutaway portions defined by and disposed upon an upper portion of the tray and 
disposed so as to align with the second horizontal ventilation slot when the basket is installed in 
the tray. 

Claim 36 (withdrawn): A basket for use in a produce packaging system including a tray for 
receiving therein the basket, the tray defining paired lower tray vents disposed upon a lower 
portion of the tray, first cutaway portions defined by and disposed upon an upper portion of the 
tray and second cutaway portions defined by and disposed upon an upper portion of the tray, the 
basket comprising in operative combination: 

a basket including a basket body and a lid; 

a latch for reversibly securing the lid to the basket body; 

a ventilation channel formed in a lower surface of the basket body to align with the lower 
tray vents when the basket is installed in the tray; 

a first horizontal ventilation slot formed in an upper portion of the basket to align with the 
first cutaway portions of the tray when the basket is installed in the tray; 

a second horizontal ventilation slot formed in an upper portion of the basket, the second 
horizontal ventilation slot being disposed substantially perpendicular to the first horizontal 
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ventilation slot and formed to align with the second cutaway portions of the tray when the basket 
is installed in the tray; and 

a lower vent further disposed on the lower surface of the basket body in communication 
with the ventilation channel. 

Claim 37 (withdrawn): A tray for use in a produce packaging system including a basket 
receivable into said tray, the basket including a basket body and a lid, a latch for reversibly 
securing the lid to the basket body, a ventilation channel formed in a lower surface of the basket 
body, a first horizontal ventilation slot formed in an upper portion of the basket, a second 
horizontal ventilation slot formed in an upper portion of the basket, the second horizontal 
ventilation slot being disposed substantially perpendicular to the first horizontal ventilation slot 
and a lower vent further disposed on the lower surface of the basket body in communication with 
the ventilation channel, the tray comprising, in operative combination: 

a tray for receiving therein the basket, the tray comprising a bottom, first and second ends 
and first and second sides; 

paired lower tray vents disposed on a lower portion of the first and second ends, the 
lower tray vents further disposed so as to align with the ventilation channel when the basket is 
installed in the tray; 

first cutaway portions defined by and disposed upon an upper portion of the tray and 
disposed so as to align with the first horizontal ventilation slot when the basket is installed in the 
tray; and 

second cutaway portions diefined by and disposed upon an upper portion of the tray and 
disposed so as to align with the second horizontal ventilation slot when the basket is installed in 
the tray. 

I 

ClainV'^Ccurrently amended): A produce container comprising: 
a basket body; 

a lid for covering the basket body; 

a latch for securing the lid to said basket body; 

at least one ventilation slot formed between the basket body and the lid wherein the at 
least one ventilation slot is arranged so that an airflow of cooling air can pass through the 
interior of the container: and 

wherein the lid is attached to the basket body using a hinge and wherein the hinge 
includes at least one of said ventilation slots formed therein . 
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Claim ^(currently amended): The produc e container of Claim 3 8 wh e roin the at least on e 
v e ntilation slot inolud e s A produce container comprising: 

a basket body having substantially smooth sided walls: 

a lid for covering the basket body: 

a latch for securing the lid to said basket body: 

a plurality of ventilation slots formed between the basket body and the lid, wherein 
a plurality of ventilation slots form e d betw e en the basket body and the. lid, the. plurality of 
ventilation slots arc arranged so that a bi-directional airflow of cooling air can pass through the 
interior of the container. 

Claim 4^ (previously presented): The produce container of Claim >9^herein the lid is 
attached to the basket body using a hinge and wherein the hinge includes at least one ventilation 
slot formed therein. 

Claim>lir (previously presented): The produce container of Claim J9^herein the produce 
container is configured for use with a tray, the tray capable of holding a plurality of the produce 
containers and including a plurality of ventilation apertures arranged in the sidewalls of the tray 
to facilitate bi-directional cooling airflow through the tray and facilitate bi-directional cooling 
airflow through any produce containers placed therein, wherein the plurality of ventilation slots 
of the prpduce container are arranged so that, a bi-directional airflow of cooling air can pass 
through the interior of the container. 

Claim ^ (previously presented): The produce container of Clainv4T wherein at least some of 
the plurality of ventilation slots of the produce container are configured so that they are capable 
of being aligned with associated ventilation apertures of the sidewalls of the tray when the 
produce container is placed within the tray thereby facilitating bi-directional cooling airflow 
through the tray and through the produce container. 

Claim ^ (previously presented): The produce container of Claim ^H^or use with a tray 
having other produce containers loaded in the tray, wherein the plurality of ventilation slots of 
the produce container are configured so that they are capable of being aligned with associated 
ventilation apertiues of the sidewalls of the tray and aligned with ventilation slots of other 
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produce containers in the tray when the produce container is placed within the tray thereby 
facilitating bi-directional cooling airflow through the tray, the other produce containers, and the 
produce container. 

7 ^ 
Claim 44l[withdrawn): The produce container of Claim .35^herein the basket body includes 

substantially flat bottom surface. 

CIaim^^91[previously presented): The produce container of Claim 39ivherein a bottom 
surface of the produce container includes a ventilation channel that enables cooling air to flow 
undemeath the container. 

Claim>61[previously presented): The produce container of Claim ^S^herein the bottom 
surface of the produce container includes at least one lower aperture in conmiunication with the 
ventilation channel that enables cooling air to flow undemeath the container. 

(of . 2- ' 

Clain|>t7 (previously presented): • The produce container of Ciaint39Avherein the latch for 
securing the lid to said basket body comprises a latching means for reversibly securing the lid 
to the basket body. 

ir ^ 

Claim 48l[previou$ly presented): The produce container of Claim^ wherein the latch for 
securing Che lid to said basket body is selected from among the group consisting of: tooth 
engagement latches; edge catch latches; button latches; hook-and-loop closures; shrinkwrap 
banding; elastic banding; and adhesive tape. 

QXT&m^ [withdrawn): The produce container of Clain^^JS^herein at least one of the basket 
body and the lid include structural ribbing. 

Claim ^^0^ [previously presented): The produce container of Claim J^wherein the basket 
body and the lid are devoid of structural ribbing. 

Claim^Sl (withdrawn): The produce container of QXdiatQff^ wherein at least one of the basket 
body and the lid include structural ribbing. 
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Claims 52-53 (cancelled). 



2^ 



Claim ^ (previously presented): The produce container of Claim 3^ wherein the basket 
body includes a front portion, a back portion, and two opposing side portions; 
and 

wherein the plurality of ventilation slots include: front ventilation slot formed between 
the basket body and the lid at the front portion of the container, back ventilation slot formed 
between the basket body and the lid at the back portion of the container, and side ventilation 
slots formed between the basket body and the lid at each of the opposing side portions of the 
container, thereby accommodating bi-directional airflow of cooling air that can pass through 
the interior of the container. 

Claim 55^ (previously presented): The produce container of Claim 5*^herein the lid is 
attached to the basket body using a hinge connecting the lid to the basket body at the back 
portion of the body, the hinge having at least one.ventilation slot formed therein. 

Claim^S^(previously presented): The produce container of Claim-S4"wherein said front 
ventilation slot includes a plurality of ventilation slots formed between the basket body and the 
lid at the front portion of the container. 

Clainii^ (previously presented): The produce container of Claim^5<wherein said side 
ventilation slots include at least one ventilation slot formed between the basket body and the lid 
at each of the opposing side portions of the container. 

Clainn;S8^(currentIy amended): A produce container comprising: 
a basket body having substantially smooth sidewalls : 
a lid for closing said basket body; 

a latch for reversibly securing said lid to said basket body; 

a plurality of ventilation slots formed between the basket body and the lid. the plurality 
of ventilation slots arranged so that an airflow of cooling air can pass through the interior of 
the container. 



Atty. Dkt. No. SMBRPOOl 



13 of 23 



App.No. 10/017,893 



ClainvS^ (previously presented): The produce container of Claim 8% wherein the produce 
container is configured for use with a tray, the tray capable of holding a plurality of the produce 
containers and including a plurality of ventilation apertures arranged in the sidewalls of the tray 
to facilitate a cooling airflow through the tray and facilitate cooling airflow through any produce 
containers placed therein, wherein the plurality of ventilation slots of the container are disposed 
on the container so that when the container is placed within the tray the ventilation slots are in 
substantial alignment with the selected ventilation apertures of the tray so that an airflow of 
cooling air can pass through the interior of the container. 

Claim iMI (withdrawn): The produce container of Claim J^^herein the basket body includes a 
substantially flat bottom surface. 

Claim (previously presented): The produce container of Clainn-S^^vherein a bottom 
surface of the produce container includes a ventilation channel that enables cooling air to flow 
underneath the container. 

CIainv^2f(previousIy presented): The produce container of Claim 6i^wherein the bottom 
surface of the produce container comprises an arched surface that operates as a ventilation 
channel that enables cooling air to flow underneath the container. 

Claim ^^^(withdrawn): The produce container of Claim.>8^herein at least one of the basket 
body and the lid include structural ribbing. 

Claim.64l[previously presented): The produce container of Claim .SS^herein the basket 
body and the lid are devoid of structural ribbing. 

Claimj6f»1[previously presented): A produce container comprising: 
a basket body; 

a lid for covering the basket body; 

a latch for securing the lid to said basket body; and 

a plurality of ventilation slots arranged to enable bi-directional cooling airflow through 
interior of the container. 
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n/1 . . 

ClaiiHr^ (previously presented): The produce container of Claim-^ wherein the walls of the 

basket are substantially smooth and wherein the plurality of ventilation slots are formed in an 

Upper portion of the produce container. 

Claini>67 (previously presented): The produce container of Clainv66^vherein the container 
includes a front, back and two sides and the plurality of ventilation slots include at least one 
ventilation slot formed in each of said front, back, and two sides. 

. ^- • ^ .. ■ . • ■ 

ClaiiiH$^(previously presented): The produce container of Claimi^ wherein the plurality of 
ventilation slots comprise horizontal ventilation slots. 

\o if ■ 

Claimr^ (previously presented): The produce container of Claim ^^^wherein at least some of 
the plurality of horizontal ventilation slots are arranged between the lid and the basket. 

y ^ 

Claim jTtf (previously presented): The produce container of Claim..67%herein the lid is 
connected to the basket body using a hinge. 

Claim J^i^previously presented): The produce container of Claim JZOAvherein at least some of 
the plurality of ventilation slots are arranged between the lid and the basket. 

Claim.j72f(previously presented): The produce container of Claim ;76^wherein the hinge 
connecting the lid to the basket is formed at the back of the container. 

. .. . ■ 

Claim^T^T (previously presented): The produce container of ClainKTtf wherein at least one 
ventilation slot is formed in the hinge. 

Claim ^(previously presented): The produce container of Claim wherein the basket 
body further includes a bottom surface configured to enable a cooling airflow to pass underneath 
the container. 
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Claim ;75 (previously presented): The produce container of Claim T^Twherein the bottom 
surface of the basket body is configured to form a ventilation channel enabling the cooling 
airflow to pass underneath the container. 

Claim,;?^ (previously presented): The produce container of Claimj65^wherein the basket 
body further includes a bottom surface enabling a cooling airflow to pass underneath the 
container 

.57 

Claim<t7 (previously presented): The produce container of Claim ^ wherein the bottom 
surface of the basket body is configured to form a ventilation channel that enables the cooling 
airflow to pass imderheath the container. 

Claim -78 (previously presented): The produce container of ClainuT^ wherein the latch 
comprises a button latch. 

Clainu7$ (previously presented): The produce container of Claim^T^ wherein the basket 
body includes substantially smooth sidewalls. 

Clainr^ (previously presented): The produce container of Claim^Td wherein the container 
includes a fi"ont, back and two sides and the plurality of ventilation slots include at least one 
ventilation slot formed in each of said front, back, and two sides. 

Claim(^ (previously presented): The produce container of Claim <80"wherein the lid is 
connected to the basket body using a hinge. 

Claim>62 (previously presented): The produce container of Claim^ST wherein at least one 
ventilation slot is formed in the hinge. 

Claim .83r (new): The produce container of Claimjs^ wherein a bottom surface of the produce 
container is configured to enable cooling air to flow undemeath the container. 
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Claiin,^(new): The produce container of ClaimJJ9^herein said bi-directional airflow 
comprises cooling airflow passing through the interior of the container in two substantially 
perpendicular directions. 

Claim 5^ (new): The produce container of Claim^wherein the ventilations slots are 
configured such that, 

a first set of ventilation slots includes at least one ventilation slot arranged at each end of 
a major axis of the container, and 

a second set of ventilation slots includes at least one ventilation slot arranged at each end 
of a minor axis of the container, and 

wherein said configuration of ventilation slots facilitates said bi-directional airflow such 
that a first cooling airflow passes through the interior of the container generally parallel to the 
major axis and a second cooling airflow passes through the interior of the container generally 
parallel to the minor axis. 
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